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SUBJECT: YEH CHIEN-YING ORIGINAL CRITIC OF FACTIONS 

REF: HONG KONG 1867 

1 . IN ANOTHER EXCLUSIVE REPORT FROM A READER (THIS ONE 
SAID TO HAVE RETURNED RECENTLY FROM SHANGHAI) HONG KONG'S 
INDEPENDENT MING PAO (FEBRUARY 20) CREDITS PARTY VICE 
CHAIRMAN YEH CHIEN-YING WITH LABELING THE "WIND ", 

"SLIPPERY" AND 'EARTHQUAKE'' FACTIONS. ACCORDING TO 
THE "READER," CADRE IN CHINA SAY YEH DID THIS AT AN 
EXPANDED MILITARY COMMISSION MEETING LAST NOVEMBER AT 
TSUNGHUA HOT SPRINGS (KWANGTUNG PROVINCE), WHERE THE 
"OLD AND FRAIL" YEH HAD GONE TO ESCAPE THE COLD 
WEATHER. CONVENING THE MEETING WITH YEH WAS PARTY VICE 
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CHAIRMAN TENG HSIAO-PING. OTHER HIGH LEVEL BUT 
UNNAMED MILITARY LEADERS WERE ALSO REPORTED IN 
ATTENDANCE. IN THIS ACCOUNT, THE THREE FACTIONS 
WERE DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWERS OF LIN PIAO AND/OR THE 
GANG OF FOUR AT SENIOR, MIDDLE AND JUNIOR LEVELS 
IN THE MILITARY. YEH REPORTEDLY CRITICIZED THEM 
IN STRONG TERMS, THOUGH NOTING THAT THEY WERE NOT AN 
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"ANTI-PARTY HARD CORE." 

2. COMMENT: AN EARLIER MING PAO STORY (77 HONG 
KONG 15615) HAD RELATED THAT YEH AND TENG ATTENDED 
SUCH A MEETING. IF THE PRESENT REPORT IS CORRECT. 

IT WOULD PUT YEH FIRMLY IN OPPOSITION TO A NUMBER 
OF LEADERS WHO APPEAR TO FIT THE CHARACTERISTICS OF 
THE FACTION MEMBERS. IT WOULD ALSO UNDERCUT 
SPECULATION ABOUT DIFFERENCES BETWEEN TENG AND YEH. 
DEPICTION OF TENG AND YEH AS CO-SPONSORS OF A 
DRIVE AGAINST THE THRF.EE FACTIONS TAKES ON GREATER 
SIGNIFICANCE IN THE MIDST OF THE PRC'S PREPARATIONS 
FOR ANATIONAL PEOPLE’S CONGRESS (NPC) AND THE 
FORMATION OF A NEW NATIONAL GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE. 
ANY DEMONSTRATION OF SOLIDARITY AT THE NPC WOULD 
CLEARLY BE MARRED IF THERE WERE A GENERAL FEELING 
THAT YEH AND TENG WERE AT LOGGERHEADS. 

SHOESMITH 
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